
Table B-16.  Graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in private institutions,

by detailed field: 1991-1998

Field 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 141,011 147,873 151,432 150,880 149,401 148,463 146,909 146,942

..............Total, science and engineering fields 125,621 131,097 132,523 130,714 127,805 127,081 125,103 124,666

...............................................Sciences, total 91,295 95,886 98,011 97,489 96,512 96,765 95,200 95,092

...............................Physical sciences, total 9,517 9,661 9,545 9,321 8,890 8,709 8,387 8,051
.................................................Astronomy 283 308 301 382 356 349 307 311

..................................................Chemistry 5,427 5,503 5,482 5,362 5,192 5,179 4,957 4,748
......................................................Physics 3,800 3,839 3,751 3,544 3,311 3,167 3,106 2,967

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 7 11 11 33 31 14 17 25

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 2,552 2,664 2,728 2,853 2,550 2,395 2,219 2,209
...............................Atmospheric sciences 20 25 18 19 25 20 24 23

.............................................Geosciences 1,360 1,388 1,401 1,414 1,329 1,260 1,195 1,186
...........................................Oceanography 433 454 477 559 440 414 391 383

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 739 797 832 861 756 701 609 617

................................Mathematical sciences 4,350 4,445 4,355 4,375 4,256 4,137 3,994 3,965

.....................................Computer sciences 13,743 14,746 14,654 13,568 12,900 13,744 13,796 14,619

...................................Agricultural sciences 520 495 484 562 525 492 463 490

.............................Biological sciences, total 13,827 14,429 15,049 15,614 16,250 16,122 16,018 15,917
....................................................Anatomy 286 288 267 274 277 318 316 314

..............................................Biochemistry 1,656 1,721 1,812 1,718 1,659 1,535 1,483 1,505
......................................................Biology 3,449 3,561 3,532 3,466 3,663 3,656 3,765 3,672

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 806 803 930 978 1,088 1,224 1,166 1,346
.................................................Biophysics 310 334 354 379 373 374 329 320

.......................................................Botany 172 130 141 122 140 137 144 139
................................................Cell biology 1,222 1,269 1,285 1,483 1,532 1,525 1,622 1,556

.....................................................Ecology 148 178 176 179 190 165 146 144
...........................Entomology/parasitology 69 66 61 70 62 63 60 59

....................................................Genetics 462 506 638 616 623 610 616 630
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 1,358 1,416 1,486 1,524 1,518 1,512 1,488 1,515

.....................................................Nutrition 700 709 865 1,016 1,132 1,073 918 810
..................................................Pathology 433 449 563 628 614 597 611 506

...........................................Pharmacology 760 772 774 851 828 855 832 884
.................................................Physiology 802 791 813 857 992 938 925 810

.....................................................Zoology 155 142 144 141 154 131 132 118
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,039 1,294 1,208 1,312 1,405 1,409 1,465 1,589

..................................................Psychology 22,860 23,842 24,983 25,051 24,444 24,919 24,629 24,635

...................................Social sciences, total 23,926 25,604 26,213 26,145 26,697 26,247 25,694 25,206
..............................Agricultural economics 115 118 112 115 133 86 70 67

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,766 1,918 1,904 2,019 2,091 2,095 2,066 2,063
................Economics (except agricultural) 4,332 4,505 4,446 4,315 4,318 4,127 3,844 3,805

................................................Geography 199 303 326 334 294 318 293 308
.................................................Linguistics 1,043 835 835 860 811 875 840 786

.........................................Political science 10,950 11,926 12,451 12,334 12,429 12,137 11,743 11,395
...................................................Sociology 1,912 2,131 2,258 2,255 2,293 2,205 2,203 1,992

.............................Sociology/anthropology 284 289 197 191 192 186 169 164
...............................Social sciences, other 3,325 3,579 3,684 3,722 4,136 4,218 4,466 4,626

..........................................Engineering, total 34,326 35,211 34,512 33,225 31,293 30,316 29,903 29,574
...............................Aerospace engineering 879 837 814 798 745 773 751 826
..............................Agricultural engineering 40 41 48 55 56 53 48 45
...............................Biomedical engineering 922 1,002 1,036 1,109 1,076 1,032 1,003 1,063

.................................Chemical engineering 1,961 1,984 1,984 2,016 1,984 2,025 2,074 2,004
..........................................Civil engineering 4,262 4,820 4,840 4,977 4,684 4,437 3,993 3,866

..................................Electrical engineering 12,707 12,850 12,248 11,107 10,111 10,213 10,492 10,986
....................................Engineering science 787 748 748 721 661 499 525 632

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 4,286 4,430 4,368 4,468 4,550 4,294 4,145 3,501
..............................Mechanical engineering 4,961 4,981 4,988 4,769 4,219 3,914 3,879 3,579

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 1,699 1,743 1,622 1,524 1,466 1,400 1,380 1,426
....................................Nuclear engineering 189 205 212 184 179 154 117 106

.......................................Engineering, other 1,633 1,570 1,604 1,497 1,562 1,522 1,496 1,540

...........................................Total, health fields 15,390 16,776 18,909 20,166 21,596 21,382 21,806 22,276
.................................................Clinical fields 896 1,088 1,227 1,268 1,277 1,193 1,365 1,402

.............................................Dental sciences 225 281 273 280 326 299 321 301
..........................................................Nursing 5,303 5,524 5,687 5,765 6,289 5,883 5,722 5,147

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 725 546 522 566 563 546 562 697
........Preventive medicine/community health 2,496 2,658 3,116 3,530 3,604 3,408 3,404 3,857

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 1,310 1,564 1,940 2,050 2,174 2,195 2,257 2,428
.......................................Veterinary sciences 73 62 75 68 54 52 52 53

.........................................Other health fields 4,362 5,053 6,069 6,639 7,309 7,806 8,123 8,391

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


